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Mahabalipuram Weekend Getaway  

14, 15 & 16 September  

~Let’s Get away and Discover Something New~ 
 

 

 
 

 
14 September (Friday)  
Arrive Chennai  
Chennai Airport – Auroville (90 miles / 3hrs)  
Auroville – Mahabalipuram (60 miles /2hrs) 
 

Day One: Upon arrival we will collect our belongings and take a drive to Auroville. Highlight: Once we reach Auroville we will take a 

guided tour. Auroville is an experimental community in southern India. It was founded in 1968 by the spiritual leader Mirra Alfassa as 

a town where people from all over the world could live in harmony. Its focal point is the Matrimandir, a futuristic, spherical temple 

covered in gold discs . After the tour we will drive to Mahabalipuram. 

The historic town of Mamallapuram has various monuments built largely between the 7th and the 9th centuries. It is a classified 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Arjuna's Penance, an open-air bas-relief sculpture is built on a massive scale and depicts an episode 

from the Hindu epic, the Mahabharata. The other monument you visit is the amazing shore Temple, which is built close to the sea along 

the Bay of Bengal. Within this complex are also five chariots, depicting one of the protagonists in the Mahabharata. Each imposing and 

greatly etched chariots is built out of a single rock. 

Check in and enjoy the spa, the pool or drinks while relaxing to the sounds of the Indian Ocean. 

Overnight at the Radisson Mahabalipuram (B) 
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15 September (Saturday) 
In Mahabalipuram  
 

Day Two: This morning we will visit the shore temple, the exquisite stone chariots, and the beautiful bas relief work – Arjuna’s penance. 

There are a lot of areas to walk ad explore on your own, including the market close to the hotel which has a surfeit of cafes and 

restaurants catering to tourists from around the world. Afternoon you will be taken for a walking tour of Mahabalipuram town.  

Highlight: This evening we will hopefully see many villagers from around Tamil Nadu come to the Indian Ocean to Celebrate Ganesha 

Chaturthi. This is a Celebration of Lord Ganesha’s Birthday. Villagers create large plaster statues of the beloved Deity and send him 

with prayers into the ocean. **Please Note: This festival takes place yearly and the exact date of when the villagers will come is not 

officially known. However, this is the day they are predicted to make their pilgrimage.  

Evening is at leisure. (B) Overnight at the Radisson Mahabalipuram 

 

16 September (Sunday) 
Mahabalipuram – Chennai (40 miles / 1.45hrs) 
 
Day Three: This morning after breakfast we will drive to Chennai and take a half-day city tour.  
Highlight: We will be visiting Fort St. George’s the first English Fortress in India built in 1644a and thereafter visit the San Thomas 
Basilica built in the 16th century by the Portuguese. If time allows we will take a driving tour along the coast with a stop for lunch 
before heading to the airport.  
 
Chennai, formerly known as Madras is located on the Coromandel Coast off the Bay of Bengal. It is the capital of the Indian state of 
Tamil Nadu. The city has a rich history of strong kings as rulers and then of course the influence of the British who ruled this city. They 
built a large fort here and brought in various European influences especially on food and architecture. Today, the city is India's second 
largest exporter of software, information technology (IT) and information-technology-enabled services (ITES). A major chunk of India's 
automobile manufacturing industry is based in and around the city, and it is also called as 'Gateway to South India', due to its 
importance as a port city and its major role in South India's development. 
 
Later in the afternoon we will be transferred to the airport for our flight back to Delhi. 
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Cost per person based on Double Occupancy:  

$640 usd 

Single Supplement: $200 usd 

Airfare Round Trip from Delhi to Chennai: included in above pricing  

 

 

This trip will be led by Jennifer Fanucci – Founder of Big Picture Travel  

 

INCLUSIONS: 

 02 night’s Accommodation based on twin sharing on Bed and Breakfast basis throughout.   

 Entrance fees to Monuments (single entry) at all places as per the itinerary. 

 All tours with an English Speaking local guide exactly as per the itinerary. 

 Surface Transportation using an Air-conditioned Mini coach (18 Seat) through-out the as specified in the 

above itinerary.   

 Presently applicable taxes. 

 

EXCLUSIONS: 

 Any visa charges / insurance / airport taxes. 

 Any other additional meals other than those specified above.  

 Any soft drinks and Juices / alcoholic drinks during meals.   

 Any International airfare. 

 Any item of personal nature such as tips to porters / bell boys /waiters / drivers / guides / Escort, table 

drinks, telephone calls, laundry bills, still / video camera fees. 

 Any item other than specified above. 

 

 

Payment Terms:  

 Full payment is required at the time of booking 

 Payment is required no later than 31st August 2018  

 Bookings after 31st August will likely see much higher airfare supplement costs and will require approval 

of the organizer  

 

To book your sport on this tour:  please email bigpictrael@gmail.com or call +917042845904  

mailto:bigpictrael@gmail.com

